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INTRODUCTION


When someone asks me what the unforgiveable sin is, I realize that what the person is really wondering is if (s)he is in danger of committing such a sin. Such a sin would be unforgivable, something that would condemn a person to hell. In the first part of the sermon today, I will identify what the unforgiveable sin is or is not. Then, I will discuss the real issue that the person is likely living a defeated life because of temptation and sin (together with the fear that sin’s grip indicates impending doom).
I.
IDENTIFYING WHAT THE UNFORGIVEABLE SIN IS


1.   What the Sin Is NOT

(1) It is not stealing (Zachaeus had done that).


(2) It is not drunkenness (Noah had done that).


(3) It is not adultery or divorce (the woman at the well in John 4 had done that).


(4) It is not murder (King David and Paul had done that).


2.   What the Sin IS


It is the rejection of the Holy Spirit and His call unto salvation through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ. This rejection is based upon a belief that Jesus is an imposter working for Satan).

(1) It involves repeated ignoring of the Holy Spirit’s convicting call (Pharaoh).

(2) It involves willful rejection of Jesus as the only way of salvation (Judas).
(3) It involves the belief that the works of God (in the life and ministry of Jesus and that of the Holy Spirit) are actually the works of Satan (the Pharisees).
(4) It is an unforgiveable sin because it refuses to recognize God at work in Jesus.

A child of God cannot commit the unforgiveable sin, “the eternal sin” (v. 30). You may commit many sins, but not this one. Only the unbeliever can commit this sin by rejecting Jesus as a tool of Satan. Our fearful Christians have a different problem.
II.
IDENTIFYING WHAT THE UNDERLYING PROBLEM IS
1. Persons who fear the unforgiveable sin face the problem of repetitive sin.
(1)
They are caught up in the practice of sin (as an established pattern or habit).
(2)
They are caught up in the power of sin.

(3)
They are caught up in the passion of sin.

(4)
They are caught up in the prison of sin.

2. Persons who fear the unforgiveable sin face the problem of recurring sin.

(1)
They are caught from time to time in the same sin (their besetting sin).

(2)
They are caught from time to time in the sweetness of sin.

(3)
They are caught from time to time in the stickiness of sin.

(4)
They are caught from time to time in the suffering of sin.

In their guilt and shame, such persons fear they have no hope of salvation. Friends, although you cannot lose your salvation because of sin, you can lose the relationship you have with God. You can make your life one of misery and suffering.

CONCLUSION


God wants you to be free from the power and presence of sin in your life. He wants you to have a loving, living relationship with Him, one that is growing daily and producing joy and the other fruit of the Spirit. God does not want you to wonder if you are His child or if you are eternally damned to hell! Confess to God and let Him free you from your burden!
“Only Jesus can satisfy your soul! Only He can take your heart and make it whole!

He’ll give you peace you never knew, Sweet love and joy, and Heaven, too!

Only Jesus can satisfy your soul!”
